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10 Questions for the Ministerial Candidate

1.
How and when did you come to know Jesus as your Lord and Savior?  


I was raised in a Christian home where my mother and extended family continually shared the truths of the gospel with me.  I was in church every time the doors were open, attended vacation Bible school each summer, etc.  I made a profession of faith at the age of six, and honestly believe that this was when the Lord saved me.  Though I will always regard that as my conversion, a watershed time of increased understanding with regard the gospel promises came between my second and third year of seminary while working with Reformed Youth Ministries.  I heard the cross preached in such a way that I saw that the gospel wasn’t the “ABC’s” of Christianity, it was the A-Z.  It impacts all of life, and we never move away from the central message of Christ and him crucified.  God’s love for us is based upon Jesus’ righteousness, and not my own.  Therefore, on my best day or on my worst, I can rest in God’s love and care for me.  It would take more space and time than I have to write for me to put into words how profoundly this truth has changed me and my family.  

2.
How and when did you receive the call to the gospel ministry?


I began sensing the call to gospel ministry between my freshman and sophomore year of college, while doing mission work in Texas. This sense of calling grew stronger as I continued working and teaching in various ministries. After college, I took a job in research with the University of Missouri, and it only took my wife and I about six months to see that the Lord was calling us away from this field and to pursue seminary studies. I expressed this desire to church leadership, and as I had taught, preached, and served there as a deacon, they had ample opportunity to observe me and confirm this calling. My seminary studies increased my desire to do ministry vocationally.  I have worked as the Assistant Minister at St. Patrick since August 2004, and my time there has further confirmed my belief that I am called into vocational ministry.

3.
What is your view of Scripture?


I believe that Scripture is comprised of the 66 books we have in our Bibles today, and is the inerrant, inspired Word of God. Though there are textual variants, etc., in existence, the original autographs were totally without error, and that through the Holy Spirit’s superintending over his inspired Word, he has preserved for us the words he delivered to the original authors.
4.
What is your view of Calvinism?


In the narrow sense of the word, I hold to the five points of Calvinism as elucidated at the Synod of Dordt: Total Depravity, Unconditional Election, Limited atonement, Irresistible grace, and Perseverance of the Saints. In the broad sense of “Calvinism” (as used by Kuyper), I believe that the sovereignty of God gives us confidence to hope in our daily lives, and that it impacts every area of thought and behavior. 
5.
What is your view of the Reformed Faith?


While no doctrinal system is perfect, I believe that the Reformed faith is, overall, the clearest and most biblically sound doctrinal system within the universal Church. It’s strong emphasis on God’s sovereignty and the centrality of the Person and work of Jesus is especially important to me.  It is due to these two emphases that Reformed Christians have historically made such measurable impacts in the societies in which they have lived.  Personally, the messages that God is in control and that my hope rests upon Christ and not my own works are what have kept me going throughout the years.  

6.
What is your view of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms?


I believe that the WCF, LC, and SC are excellent statements of faith and doctrinal summaries. They are thorough in both their questions and answers, and have provided wisdom to me numerous times, both pastorally and personally. I submit to these documents as the guiding doctrinal statements of the EPC.
7.
What exceptions do you take to the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Larger and shorter Catechisms?





Though I do see the Lord’s Day as one set aside for public worship and commemoration of the resurrection, I do not agree with the Larger Catechism’s stance regarding recreation on the Sabbath (Q’s 117 & 119). I believe that some of the injunctions proposed in the LC, though noble in intent, go beyond the bounds of what is set forth in Scripture.     

8.
What is your view of the five Solas that came out of the Reformation?


I affirm all five of the Solas: Sola scriptura, Sola gratia, Sola fide, Sola Christus, Sola Deo gloria. 
9.
What is your view of the Presbyterian form of government?


I believe the Presbyterian connectional system—though not necessary for the perfection or purity of the Church—is an excellent form of church government to which I happily submit.  It is a tremendous aid and protection to both local ministers and their congregations.  It provides needed accountability of ministers, who could otherwise “strong-arm” those under their charge.  It provides a necessary degree of checks and balances among congregations, provides a “clearing house” for the ordination of ministers, and provides mutual encouragement and ministry collaboration between congregations.  
10.
What is your spiritual gift?


Though I believe the Lord gives all believers numerous gifts in varying degrees, I would have to say my primary gift is teaching. Second to that, administration seems to be a particular strong suit, if past work experience is any indication.  
